ARKANSAS
AGRICULTURE
DEPARTMENT

"Agriculture is our state's leading industry, contributingover $20 billion
annually to our economy. We are blessed with a tremendousamount of
agricultural diversity and rank among the top 25 states in theproduction of
23 agricultural commodities each year.”

-Governor Asa Hutchinson

Arkansas News

Arkansas Ag Secretary Wes Ward provides

Governor Hutchinson announces Sun

keynote address at Mid-South Ag Law
Conference

U.S. Aariculture Secretary Vilsack Visits
Little Rock - talks Opportunities for Rural
America

Mexico Lifts Ban on Arkansas Pouliry
Products

AAD and Farm Credit announce 21
Farmers Market Promotion
Grant Recipients in 16 Counties

Governor's Cup Ag Winner from Ouachita

Paper to Open Bio-Products Mill in
Arkadelphia

Arkansas Congressman Rick Crawford
Returns from Cuba Trip Encouraged about
Trade

Arkansas Farm Bureau Names
2016 County Farm Families of the Year

Lawmakers including AR Senator Boozman
praise agricultural 4H programs across
U.S. on Capitol Hill.

Champion Tree and Arkansas Famous and

Baptist University, featuring "AgCorp"
program.

Historic Tree Programs open to New
Nominations

Arkansas Ag Facts

Agriculture accounts for $20.1 billion of
value added to the Arkansas economy,
according to most recent research from the
University of Arkansas Division of
Agriculture Research and Extension
Economic Contribution Study.

What is one way the Arkansas Agriculture
Department assists Arkansans?

The Arkansas Livestock and Poultry
Commission has a Veterinary Diagnostic
Lab which assists livestock and poultry
industries, private vets, and animal owners
by diagnosing and monitoring animal
diseases. Learn more.
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National News

USDA offers New Loans for Portable Farm

USDA offers Marketing Loan information

Storage and Handling Equipment

World Agricultural Supply and Demand
Estimate Report (WASDE) released from
the USDA

for 2016 (Marketing assistance loans

provide interim financing to producers so
that commodities can be stored after
harvest, when market prices are typically
low, to be sold later, when price conditions
are more favorable.)

Regulatory Updates and Comment Periods

New Rule proposed for Organic

Livestock & Poultry Practices -

concerning additional clarity to

livestock health care and living

conditions

Medically Important Antimicrobials in

Animal Agriculture (Webinar)

EPA Opens 30 Day Comment Period
for DicambaFormulas

New Fair Biosecurity Checklists and
Approved Protocols (Webinar)

European Policy Change Affects Arkansas

Peanut Production

Arkansas Grant Opportunities

Arkansas Specialty Crop Block Grants,

Deadline: Deadline May 4

ARKANSAS
SOYBEAN

‘lPRDMGTION BOARD A

HARVESTING m POTENTIAL |

FFA Ag Career Essay Contest, from the
Arkansas Soybean Promotion Board.
Deadline May 13
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Arkansas Grown School Garden Contest of

the Year: Deadline Sept. 9

USDA

— United States Department of Agriculture
Agricultural Marketing Service

Federal State Marketing
Improvement Program

FSMIP How to Apply

Overview When can | submit an application?

How to Apply The deadline for submitting an application to FSMIP

Become an Application Reviewer in 2016 is May 12, 2016,

How to Administer the Award What are the application requirements?

FSMIP Awarded Grants i o
Below are the requirements for submitting an
Final Performance Reports application for 2016.
Contact Information
o + 2016 Request for Applications (pdf)

Return to Grants and Opportunities + 2016 Request for Applications (pdf) - En Espafiol

‘What are the required forms for all applications?
» Forms SF-424, SF-424A, SF-424B, and Areas
Affected by Project (Block 14 of the SF-424) are

part of the FSMIP opportunity application package
at www.grants.gov.

Federal-State Marketing Improvement

Program (FSMIP): Deadline May 12

Arkansas Agriculture Department Programs

Arkansas Century Farms Program

The deadline for recognition as a 2016
Century Farm is quickly approaching on
May 31. To qualify as a Century Farm, 10
acres or more of land must be owned by
the same family for 100 years or more.

See program details and application.

Arkansas Grown Program

The Arkansas Grown program is a
marketing tool available through the
Arkansas Agriculture Department to help
connect Arkansas buyers and agricultural
products. An "Arkansas Grown" label tells
buyers that the product has been grown
right here in Arkansas. To locate a product,
or register your own for listing, visit
arkansasgrown.org.

The Arkansas Made program was
developed to help accomplish the same
marketing objective, except for Arkansas
makers, instead of Arkansas growers and
producers. Arkansas Made highlights
products manufactured or made right here

Arkansas
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in Arkansas. Learn more.

Homegrown by Heroes is amarketing tool
for Arkansas farmers that have served in
any branch of theUnited States military.
This distinct logo tells consumers that
theproduct was grown in Arkansas and that
it was grown by a Veteran that hashelped
defend our country and our way of life.
Learn more.

Upcoming Events

Arkansas Agriculture Board Meeting, Jonesboro: May 4

Arkansas Beef Council Meeting, LR: May 5

Arkansas Wheat Promotion Board Meeting, Newport: May 12

Plan. Produce. Profit Workshop - AR Food Innovation Center,

Fayetteville: May 18

Arkansas Rural Development Conference, Rogers: May 24-26

See Full Events Calendar

The Arkansas Agriculture Department is dedicated to thedevelopment and implementation
of policies and programs for Arkansasagriculture and forestry to keep its farmers and
ranchers competitive innational and international markets while ensuring safe food, fiber,
and forestproducts for the citizens of the state and nation.

Contact us to add your event to our calendar; or to let us know about other updates,
inquiries, and more. Send an e-mail to info@aad.arkansas.gov.

o o www.aad.arkanas.gov
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