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LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas agriculture producers and rural communities are 
being impacted by the expiration of the one-year extension of the 2008 Farm 
Bill and the government shutdown.   The lack of a farm bill leaves producers 
with no direction at a time when they need to be making critical decisions 
about next year’s crop.   The funding problems caused by the lack of a farm 
bill and the government shutdown are causing cash-flow problems for 
producers and small businesses across the state.   
 
Butch Calhoun, Secretary of Agriculture for Arkansas, said “our office has 
received calls from farmers who have Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans 
and cannot draw the funds they need to pay bills and other expenses 
associated with harvest because the FSA offices are closed.   Technical and 
financial assistance from conservation programs such as the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) and Environmental Quality Incentive Program 
(EQIP) also stops.   This lack of funding creates a hardship on many local 
businesses expecting to get paid this month”. 
 
Calhoun urges Congress to “pass the continuing resolution and get back to 
work on a five year farm bill or a long term extension of the 2008 farm bill that 
will provide a safety net for agriculture producers and all Americans who 
benefit from the food and fiber they produce”. 
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Questions regarding this press release may be directed to Zachary Taylor, Director of Marketing, at 

501-219-6324 or email Zachary.Taylor@aad.ar.gov. 

 


